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CITE TDFtRDB-3JA/23025 

DlST 2M DECEMBER 

L 
COUNTRY POL AND/ USSR 

SUBJECT S O V I E T  PRESSURE ON P O L I S H  GOVERNMENT TO ACT'  AGAINST THE' P O L I S  
CHURCH 
I D O I :  L A T E  DECEHBER L9811 

. 
SOURCE 

T t i t  C 

A FORMER'POLISH GENERAL STAFF OFFICER WHO HADE THE FOLLOWING 
C O f l f l t N T S  BASED O N  HIS PAST EXPERIENCE AND CONfACTSr 

2 ,  I i J H I L t  THERE'ARE N C  POLISH PLANS PER SE T O  ACT AGAINST 

URCHl VERI' STRONG PRESSURE LIAS EXERTED BY THE S O V I E T S  TO 

COrIPEL THE POLES TFJ SEVERELY 'CURTAIL Tt!E A C T I V I T I E S  OF THE CATHOLIC 

CHURCH- 5OX.E S O V I E T  H I L I T k R Y  OFFICERS HAVE ARGUED THAT THE M A I N  

C&USE: F O R  THE CUI?RENT POLISH S I T U A T I O E j  IS THE CHURCH'S INFLUENCE 11; 

POLAXb AN3 THE E L E C T I O N  3F A P O L I S H  FOPE. THE S O V I E T S  CCNDEMNED 

THE POL?SH D C C I S I O I v  TO ALLCL! ?O?f TO V I S I T  POLAND IIJ JUNE 

2379- AND DCZANDED Tt iAT CHGRCH I N F L U E N C E  BE RADICALLY L I H I T E D .  
. _  

ACTIONS SUBSEQUENTLY T A K E N  B Y  THE P o u s i i  SECURITY SERVICE AGAINST 

T H E  CHURCH IKCLUDED K E C O R D I N G  ALL ~ C I  ~ E K ~ O N S  B Y  PRIESTS, REPORTING. 

I N F O R r l A ? I O f J  Ot: CHUkCH W C T I i ' I 7 I i S  Ai:: 'AE P C L I T I C A L .  LEARI?;GS O F  

E S H O ? S  & I . ' >  '?:fSTZ * flIA'lSTE'? Q F  I I J T E R L A L  AFFAIR: I A I L I '  S I T U A T I O h '  

RCPORTS L I V E N  T3 T O P  P O L I S H  L E A D E R S ,  It!CLUDE A ZECTIO'M 01: Tl iE  

CHURCH. 
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EXEMPTION: .HR70-14 

.,yq.-*'r-i -IDATE: 08-1 9-2008 

, . .  

I 

. .  

I 

i 
i 



2 -  IF XT HAS NOT 8 L C N  DCNC YET, THE C U R l A I L 3 E O T  OF 

CHURCH A C T I V I T I E S  D C M A N D C D  9Y T H t  SCVIETS W I L L  BE ACCOMPLISHED IN T H E  

I !TAR F U T U R E .  W I T H I F !  TEE M I L X T A R Y  COUNCIL, THE L I M I T A T I O N  OF T!iE 

CHURCH IS THE SECOND GOAL TO BC PURSUED k S  S O O N  AS THE RESISTANCE 

OF THE WORKERS IS SROKEN. CURTAILMENT OF CHERCH A C T I V I T I E S  WOULD 

INCLUDE L I f l I T I N G  THE: F R E E D O M  OF P R l E S T S  AND BISHOPS AND O T H E R  

CLERGY v CANCELLING B E L I G I C U S  EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS, CAIJCELLING THE 

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW CHURCHES ANP C9I:FINIkG ALL CHURCH A C T I V I T I E S  TC 

E X I S T I I J G  CHURCHES CNLY i.'RSfI.TS, CISHOPS- NUNS- A t J L  OTHER CLERICS 

WHO SPEAK OUT AGAINST T H E  REGIflf L l l L L  E C  ISOLATED AND ARRESTED. AT 

PRESENT, EFFORTS ARE B E I N G  M A E  TO I S O L A T C  ONLY THOSE WHO A R E  

P A R T I C U L A R L Y  V O C A L  IN CONDEMNING THE GOVERNRENT A N D  SUPPORTING 

S O L I D A R I T Y .  L A T E R -  MORE HARSH nEASURES W I L L  BE TAKE&. H I G H  LCVEL 

S O V I E T  l l I L I T A R Y  PRCSSURC ON THC POLES I : J  T t : I S  R E G A R D  I N C L U 2 E S  SGME 

SUGGESTIONS FOR hEASl lRES AGAINST THE CLERGY. 

G E T T X N G  PRIE'STS D R U N K -  P A T E l i f J I t Y  S U I T S  AGAINST PRIESTS, AND A 

THESE HAVE: I N C L U D E D  

SnEAR CAMPAIGN TO COMPROflISL THE CLERGY. A TYFICAL EXARPLE OF TtiT 
0 

SCVXET A T T I T U D E  TCWARDS THE POLISH CHURCH OCCURRED L A Z T  S C ~ J ? C R . I  UKEN 
5 '  

3 
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KAKSAU PACT COMl"lANDER-IC-CHIEF \'* I K U L I K O V  V I S I T E D  POLh.i:D* c(E 4 

A S K C t  TO SEE A F I L I I  OF THE POPE'S ViSIT- THEOIJGHOUT WHICH HE EAILCD 2 
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ABOUT HOU UNTHINKABLE I T  WAS THAT A CHURCH LEADER COULD GET SUCS A .  

RECEPTION IN A COMf'lUNiST COUNTRY- 

3 * {SOClRCE - C O M M C N T :  IN ONE CONVERSATIOI* AMONIS I K U L I K O V  

F O L l S H  LEADER WCJCIECH JARUELSKI? AND SEVCRAL OTHER GENERALS, THE 

HATRED F O R  THE PGPE A N D  THE D C N A N D  THAT THE POLES ACCEPT 

S O C I A L I S D  AND REJECT GOD MAS CLEARLY E V I D E C T .  17 15 b!OT E X C L U D E D  

THAT THE S O V I E T S  W0U.D TRY TO ASSASSINCTE THE POPE. k t  A JULY L9BZ 

!'ItElLNG W I i ' i i I N  THE GCtdERAL S T A F F -  GEA'E!?At MLAPYC'LAW HERIIASZEWSKI,  Uti6 

It CLOSE T O  THE S O V I E T S -  REPEATED THE SC)\'l.ET L i N E  T H A T  ALL THE 

PROBLEnS BEGAM WITH THE ELECTICEI CF THC POPE- HE S A I D  THAT AT 
.-.-, .- . .my.- . ... . .. .. .. .. :;.-::c.-=a.: . 

THAT T I l l E  THEFC WERE, R A N Y  POLES WHO WOUL!! DO "THE S,AnE THXNG AX 'THE 

T U R K T "  THAT IS5 TRY TO A S S A S S I I * ! A T C  THE POFE- 

THE S O V I E T S  OBbIbl!SLY HAC A HAIJP 11; T l l C  ASSASSI;<ATI@il  EtTTEPIPT C:F TIlZ 

POPE AS THEY &RE THE ONLY O N E S  WHO I;'VULD SL'NEFIT F R O l l  SUCtl A;J 

SOURCE G E L I Z V E Z  T i j k T  

A C T I O N -  

AS THE.I:I; IS A P O L I S H  

THE S O V X E T S  I i l tVC S T A T E 3  A?jD SIR0t:GLY B E L I C V L  TEAT SO LOIJG 

POPE,  COMPiiIJIsn UILL I ICT TAkE R O O T  Xld PCLAtfD.3 

4 -  IHROU6HOUT THE PAS? YEAR- TiiERE HAVE BEEli VERY 

STRONG 'PRESSURES OF! JARUZCLSKI TO L I D I T  THE Il!FLUCf!CL' OF THE Ct!URCH 

I N  P O L I S H  S O C I E T Y .  

Z G t i T  TO LO SO AiJD A T  P R E S C r l T  COlu'3I ' i ' IOr;X ARE tiOT KbPE FOR I T .  

T R I E D '  TO SHOW %IC ' P O S I T I V E  ASPECTS O F  CI.:UF:il.I 1MFLUEF:CE. F O R  'CXAPIPLZ, 
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THC ?9LES tiAVE AFGUZ3 TtIAT T:.iZ T I K C  IS I iO'C 
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THE CHURCH AND C A R D I l l A L  STEPAH W Y S Z Y t S K I r  i49U 3CCCASCD.I AS 8EIFiG A 

FOHCE FOR fIGDERATIOFi AI$@ T O R  CALl7. THC SOVIfTS? HOUCVZEI D I S R E G A R D  

T H I S  LINE OF R C A S O C I N G *  


